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Mr. President: 




«\ 



You will wish to read this thoughtful assessment 
by Thieu of the enemy’s current strategy. 


J 


He has decided that the enemy does not have 
the capacity for a major attack on Saigon and the 
other cities; but will revert to the older strategy 
of trying to expand his hold in the countryside. 

He does not believe that this is a long-term 
strategy but designed to lead up to a position where 
the enemy will have some bargaining power when 
the enemy proposes a cease-fire in place. 


Therefore, he believes that, while protecting 
the cities, we should throw more of our resources 
into extending security and control in the country¬ 
side and try to raise our present level of control 
from the present level of perhaps 66% of the total 
population to 75-80% secure. 


v 


Interestingly enough, we discussed this possible 
shift in U. S. and GVN priorities at the last meeting 
of Nick Katzenbach’s Vietnam group with Bus 
Wheeler. Bus said that Abrams 1 present strategy 
would automaticaly move in this direction as the 
third wave gave way to protracted harassing 


operations. 
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